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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 2118 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, LE, KU, PFO 

SUBJ: KUWAITI EFFORTS TO OBTAIN AGREEMENT ON 
IMPLEMENTATION OF CAIRO ACCORDS STYMIED 

REF: KUWAIT 1975 

1 . DURING MEETING APRIL 21 ARRANGED TO ENABLE JOHN 
COUNTRYMAN, DEPDIR NEA/ARP, TO MEET MFA UNDERSEC RASHID 
AL-RASHID, AMBASSADOR REFERRED TO EXTENSIVE ATTENTION GIVEN 
BY KUWAITI PRESS APRIL 20 AND 21 TO GOK EFFORTS TO FIND 
COMPROMISE FORMULA TO IMPLEMENT CAIRO ACCORD ACCEPTABLE BOTH 
TO PLO AND LEBANESE CHRISTIANS. UNDERSEC ADMITTED THAT 
KUWAIT WAS PRESENTLY LEADING EFFORTS TO TRY TO ARRANGE 
RECONCILIATION BETWEEN TWO SIDES AND RECALLED HIS 

FOREIGN MINISTER S RECENT DISCUSSIONS WITH PLO LEADERS IN 
KUWAIT IN THIS AIM (REFTEL). 

2. AL-RASHID ADMITTED THAT FORMULA PROPOSED BY GOK 
AMBASSADOR TO LEBANON BAYJAN HAD RUN INTO A NUMBER OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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DIFFICULTIES, NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH WAS CHAMOUN’S INSISTENCE 
THAT ANY IMPLEMENTING AGREEMENT BE SIGNED ONLY BY QUADRI- 
PARTITE COMMITTEE AND THE LEBANESE, I.E. THE PHALANGISTS, 

WITHOUT PLO PARTICIPATION. AL-RASHID DESCRIBED PLO POSITION 
AS GENERALLY REASONABLE, WITH ONLY A FEW PROBLEMS RELATING 
TO NUMBERS INVOLVED IN POLICING PALESTINIAN CAMPS. ETC. 

PLO HAD ALREADY GIVEN UP SUBSTANTIAL QUANTITIES OF 
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HEAVY WEAPONS, BUT THEY REMAINED CONCERNED OVER FACT THAT 
PHALANGISTS HAD NOT YET REDUCED THEIR ARMAMENTS, PARTICU- 
LARLY IN THE SOUTH. 

3. GOK WOULD CONTINUE TO PURSUE EFFORTS TO FIND SOLUTION 

TO THIS PROBLEM AND WOULD BE CONSULTING SAUDI ARABIA AGAIN 
TO SEE WHAT FURTHER STEPS COULD BE TAKEN. AL-RASHID OBSERVED 
THAT $90 MILLION HAD ALREADY BEEN SPENT TO MAINTAIN 
ARAB DETERRENT FORCE AND A SIMILAR AMOUNT WAS IN THE PROCESS 
OF BEING PAID AGAIN FOR THE SECOND SIX-MONTH PERIOD. 

4. AL-RASHID SAW THE INTRANSIGEANCE OF CAMILE CHAMOUN AS 
THE MAJOR OBSTACLE TO THIS EFFORT AND EXPRESSED THE VIEW 
THAT THE USG COULD HELP IN CONVINCING HIM TO BE 
REASONABLE. HE SAID HE HAD MADE THE SAME REQUEST TO THE 
FRENCH AMBASSADOR THE PREVIOUSDAY. PIERRE GEMAYEL, ON THE 
OTHER HAND, HE CONSIDERED TO BE A RESPONSIBLE MAN WITH SOUND 
JUDGMENT, BUT IT WAS CHAMOUN WHO WAS PROLONGING THE 
TENSION IN LEBANON. 
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